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A complete profession under stress

According to the MLP Health Report 2022, even without the pandemic and other crises, a
worrying development has been emerging for quite some time. Ongoing demographic
changes will lead to declining revenues, rising expenditures and an increase in shortage
of professional health care workers. Good care is only possible with a sufficient amount of
skilled staff. However, it is precisely this problem that all medical institutions are familiar
with, not only in rural areas. Massive succession problems are also forecast for the future
due to retirement of ageing health care staff, especially in structurally weak areas. This
applies not only to doctors, but also to practice and nursing staff and it is becoming
increasingly difficult to not only recruit new personnel, but also to retain the existing staff.
In order to combat the shortage of qualified personnel, better working conditions such as,
for example, more time for patients, the furthering of higher education and better
remuneration are important.

On the technical side, increased demands are also placed on medical devices. A medical
device rarely stands and works on its own, it is connected to other systems and
exchanges data. Important information must be available quickly, fail-safe and in a reliable
manner. No matter how connected or technologically advanced medical devices are
today, ease of use is a top priority. The risk of errors caused by misleading or ambiguous
design elements must be avoided. Correct operation of the medical device is often a
guestion of life and death, which is why it is so important that devices are safe, error-free
and quick to operate.

ODU connectors meet many requirements, especially in the medical sector, where, for
example, ODU MEDI-SNAP® plastic connectors are generally deployed. The space-
saving product design enables high performance in the smallest installation space thanks
to small housings, a high pole density and 90° variants. In order to reduce the risk of
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electric shock to a minimum, the ODU MEDI-SNAP® connectors are touch-protected and
designed to fulfil the requirements for 2 MOPP and 2 MOOP in accordance with IEC
60601-1. The systems are available as push-pull or break-away connectors to enable
appropriate mating and de-mating depending on the application. Each connector can be
mated to the correct socket thanks to its individual mechanical coding. The connectors are
also available in up to seven different colors to further support safe and intuitive operation
via visual mapping. The ODU MEDI-SNAP® connectors are available in sizes 1, 2 and 3.5
and are designed in the largest version for up to 41 signal contacts. They are flexible in
application and easy to handle.

ODU connectors are designed for optimal ease of use while maximizing patient protection,
allowing users to focus on what's important: The patients.

Further information at www.odu-connectors.com/products/circular-connectors/odu-medi-
snap

ODU Group: global representation with perfect connections

The ODU Group is one of the world’s leading suppliers of connector systems, employing 2,600
people around the world. In addition to its company headquarters in Muehldorf a. Inn (Germany),
ODU also has an international distribution network and production sites in Sibiu/Romania,
Shanghai/China, and Tijuana/Mexico. ODU combines all relevant areas of expertise and key
technologies including design and development, machine tooling and special machine construction,
injection, stamping, turning, surface technology, assembly and cable assembly. The ODU Group
sells its products globally through its sales offices in China, Denmark, France, Germany, Hong
Kong, Italy, Japan, Korea, Austria, Romania, Sweden, UK and the US, as well as through
numerous international sales partners. ODU connectors ensure a reliable transmission of power,
signals, data and media for a variety of demanding applications including medical technology,
military and security, automotive, industrial electronics, and test and measurement.
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